TO 



UNITED STATES (T^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 






SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -P- 



date: 4/24/68 



FROM 



SA JOHN W. BAUER 



subject: 



MURKIN 

CR 




Re 44-1987-Sub 90. 

On 4/24^/68 /^XaQN_BURTON-MC-KNIGlijr Sales and 

contract Manager T A. P. MILLS INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND,'' 

^344 St, Paul Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised SA JOHN 
W. BAUER that on 4/4/68 he attended a meeting of the Memphis 
Citizens Committee for the Blind at the Sheraton Motor 
Inn, Union Avexiua^/US-^JLa^ed that he sat at a large table 
with EON RAD I. TOT. IN . Head of Office Vocational Rehabilitation 
■nt ofijervlcls. loi* the Blind who was on hfiTrlght, 
tis left was VAN MELSON, Counselor, Office Vocational 
neii4oxiitation, Department of Services "for the Blind. Mr. 

TmC K N IGHT stated th ere .Were sevexal^^^her people at the 
caDie , PETE R WI NFREY **^Chai rman. of the MpropKis Citizens 
Committee for the BlThd) , and ROBERT FOLLEY, (member of 
the House ©{^Representatives for the~Sta^e of Tennessee). 
w Mr . MC KNIGHT stated there were several other people at 
rhe table, the names of whom he is not sure of at this 
time . 

.•JmtTmC KNIGHT was advised by SA BAUER that he 
was overheard speaking to another individual at this table 
and stating "That King was not going to carry that march 
because he Jtnew_a boy fr_om Northern Mississippi who would 
stop him." Mr. MC KNIGHT emphatically denied that he made 
such a statement and stated that he could not even remember 
mentioning the name of Dr. KING, let alone making such an 
absurd statement. 

Mr. MC KNIGHT added that due to the recent racial 
problems that had occurred in Memphis prior to the meeting 
he was sure that there was some discussion by the people 
at the meeting about the racial situation, but he stated 
that he never made any statements that could have been 
construed as a threat against Dr. KING nor did he heard 
any other member of the committee make such a statement. 
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from Mississippi .^e Malone anv^ he did not know an yone 

JT' KNIGHT said that CONRAD L^GlTwho^r^t tf° P ^ KING ‘ 
right at the meetinir could * sitting on his 

made at this meeting-. C ° Uld corrol,orat e any statement that he 

?lc KNIGHT st&tod that he f p i *• 
couldjiave made such a statement acrff 1 ° nly ° ne who 

been ELBERT HAYNES. At this hl,D WOuld have 

at no time during this interview did SA RA^Fp bC noted that 
name ELBERT HAYNES. Mr MC tfNTrnr SA >*^ ER mention =>* the 
reason for suspecti ng“^ELBERT HAYNF^L^\° n to add tha - t hls 
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"orklng J£ Z‘l. ‘*‘.*12. 
him from his _posi tion . *Mr ' Ur iCNirirn^ * 6 therefore released 
that because -HAYNES^ was k fi red hv h? ^ ®* ate< l- that he feels 
by Making ‘ s "**“»«»* 

against Rev. KING’S life. IMCJKNIGHT) made a threat 

^ocationai°Rehabi li tatTon^n L1GCIN » Head o?~the Office 
Blind , r i70 North^Main^Street' Pa ^? ent ’ BervTces - ^dr’“*the 

that hFhad aUended a mlet^ * d ?lZ d SA J0HN w * BAUER 
Committee for the Blind H fu the Memphl8 Citizens 

4/4/68. He st^^d^heJe ias h s e eve^? t0n In " ° n 

this meeting and he sat at a tahi 1 promll l®«?t people at 

t na ne sat at a table next to *ftOBERT MC KNIGHT. 

- V Mr. LIGGIN was advised hv SA n«m?D *u * 

accusation had been made that $6 bfot Ji hat an 

statement that "KING was nnt cm MC KNIGHT made, the 
because he knew a bov fJo! i 6 ? " 6 t0 carr y that march 
stop him". y orthern Mississippi who would 

during ,is r ; 0 eU°g’'Tud a h: d c”?i £"* *‘*b fTr. MC KMlfiOT 
meat that could be construed k 1 remem Ber any stnt<£— 

He stated that the racial Ut^tfo SUCh ^S r ' MQ KNIGHT, 
personal conversation uatl ° n was discussed in ' 

remember anyone making su^a""^ tatefen ? Ut ^ COUld n0t 
that could bo ml sunders tood L 1 1? I ° r any state “ent 
life. He added that'Mr. PETER WIHrm\hS ? « n |^a"!;?.l 8 
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the committee could provide the minutes of the meeting 
along with the names of those who attended in order that 
they could be questioned by the FBI in regards to this 
statement.^ He added that anyone at this meeting could 
vouch for Mr . MC KNIGHT with the exception of the indivi- 
dual who accused him of making this statement. He added 
r that he felt the statement probably came frpjn 'ELBERT ' 

% HAYNES, because HAYNES had once worked for" Mr. MC KNIGHT 
and was fired by him. •— 

Mr. LIGGIN stated that he felt the accusation 
is completely unwarranted and onq of the most absurd things 
that could have been done to<llr. MC KNIGHT. 



ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 




